Merkel cell carcinoma of the cheek with metastases to the parotid gland: a report of two cases.
Merkel cell carcinoma (MCC) is a rare tumor of neuroendocrine origin. It is a highly invasive and aggressive neoplasia, that frequently presents regional and distant metatases. Therefore, there is high mortality associated with it. This report presents two male patients, one sixty three years and the other eighty eight years of age, with MCC of the cheek and invasive metastatic lesions to the head and neck areas. One of the patients died of associated distant metastatic disease and the other patient died of comorbid conditions present at time of tumor excision.